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would be a matter for serious quarrel with the author, did he 
not embody in his text the sound doctrines of English judges 
and chancellors with an invigorating freshness and strength 
that we dearly delight to claim as a national trait. 

Wm. H. Loyd, Jr. 



The Principles of the Law of Real Property. Part I. 
The Estates at Law and in Equity. By Christopher 
Stuart Patterson. Philadelphia : Allen, Lane & Scott. 
1894. 

This modest little pamphlet, which contains an outline of 
the first year's course in the Law of Real Property in the 
Law School of the University of Pennsylvania, has, within it, 
more solid meat than is to be found in many a text-book of 
twice its size. It is not a text-book, as that word has now 
come to be understood in legal literature, but is, nevertheless, 
one in the real sense of the word — a scientific arrangement 
of the principles which govern its subject-matter, developed 
in logical order, with cases added to elucidate the application 
of those principles. While not a book that appeals to the 
practising lawyer, simply because it does not contain the mass 
of detail that is necessary for his purposes, it will, neverthe- 
less, not be wholly a waste of his time to consult it as a book 
of reference, or to freshen the memory of those who are apt 
to forget principles in the mass of case law that each year 
pours forth inexhaustibly ; and it is simply invaluable to the 
student, presenting, as it does, in a readily-accessible form, the 
information to acquire which he would otherwise be com- 
pelled to grope through an interminable labyrinth, with 
scarcely a ray of light to guide him. X. 



American Electrical Cases. Edited by William W. 
Morrill. Volume I. Albany, N. Y. : Matthew Bender. 
1894. 

With the growing importance of electricity as a factor in 
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human affairs, litigation in regard to this wonderful and 
mysterious power must necessarily increase. It is perhaps 
not an unsafe prediction that at the end of the next twenty-five 
years, nearly one-half of the decided cases will involve an 
application of legal principles to the determination of some 
vexatious questions relating to this agency. As electricity has 
revolutionized existing material conditions whenever introduced, 
so it may require in its workings the application of legal princi- 
ples other than those which are now applied in similar cases. 

The importance, therefore, of keeping in touch with the 
growth and development of the law of electricity can hardly be 
underestimated. The collection of all important electrical 
cases and publication in one series of books to be known as 
American Electrical Cases will greatly facilitate both the law- 
yer and the electrician in making and keeping themselves up 
with the decisions relating to this important agency. 

The first volume of the proposed series contains one hundred 
and fifty-five complete reports of decided cases, and, in notes, 
memoranda of over thirty additional cases decided between the 
years 1873 an< ^ 1885. Each case is followed by a short 
annotation, varying in length from one line to a page and 
a half, which contains a list of the cases in the volume in 
which the particular case is cited, cross references to other 
cases involving a discussion of similar principles and references 
to earlier cases with short digests of some of the leading ones. 
About seven pages of the book are devoted to a " general note" 
which contains short digests of cases decided during the period 
covered by the volume, but which for various reasons were not 
selected for reprinting in full. At the end of the book there is 
a full index, under each heading of which are collected short 
digests of all the cases relating to the subject indicated. The 
index, therefore, consists practically of a collection of short 
annotations under appropriate headings. 

As nearly all of the cases in Volume I relate to telegraph 
companies, the book can hardly be said to present anything 
new to the profession, this subject being well covered by the 
various works on telegraph companies. The succeeding 
volumes will doubtless contain much that is new, and with the 
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increase in litigation in this subject should prove useful and 
convenient aids to the profession. 

Edward Brooks, Jr. 



New Roads and Road Laws in the United States. By 
Roy Stone, Vice-President National League for Good 
Roads, etc. New York: D. Van Nostrand Co. 1894. 

Although this book does not, strictly speaking, belong 
to the domain of legal literature, it will nevertheless be 
read with profit by all lawyers interested in the broad and 
important subject of road improvement. The wretched roads 
which disgrace so many sections of the country are evils 
which must be corrected not only by the adoption of scientific 
methods of construction, but also by radical changes in the 
antiquated road laws and in the system of public expenditure. 
Mr. Stone devotes the greater part of his work to a description 
of the kinds of roads suitable for various localities, etc., and 
gives us some very encouraging information as to the practical 
value resulting to the farmer by the laying of smooth, hard 
surfaces without the accompaniment of increased taxation. 
The appendix contains the substance of the recently enacted 
road laws of sixteen states, as well as the schemes for much 
needed legislation and plans for state aid in several important 
states. It is to be regretted, however, that the author did not 
dwell upon the incomplete and unpractical features of the old 
road laws (still in force, alas, in too many states), and contrast 
them with the new provisions. 

The book is exceedingly well turned out. The illustrations 
add much to the interest. W. S. E. 



Tables for Ascertaining Present Value of Vested and 
Contingent Rights of Dower, Curtesy, Annuities 
and of other llfe estates ; damages for death by 
Wrongful Act, Etc. Computed and Compiled by 
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